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The BroadBand PRO kit from Bird-X also includes a Terror Eyes globe,
a Prowler Owl aerofoil-wing predator and Irri-Tape holographic ribbon as

visual supplements to reinforce the audible scare tactics. Bur Sheerz decided

not to use them, due to wind conditions in Wyoming,

Power Up.

Sheetz turned on the unit on the #1 power generating unit. “The whole
flock of birds fAew away. | assumed they might come back,” he says. And
some did. So Shecwz adjusted the settings for frequency and volume, and he
re-positioned the speakers to encompass a larger area.

Bates explains how the birds were alsoroosting in the power unit’s
scrubber section, where exhaust gases and emission controls are housed —
perhaps providing a warm and cozy spot for nesting. By directing the
speakers roward the scrubber, Sheewz successfully bounced the birds back
ourside. Bates is noticeably pleased.

Besides the annoyance factor, he continues, “we've significanty reduced
the health hazards for our employees and conrract workers.”

Now the birds are no bother. Sheetz changes the programmable settings
abour once a month, but isn't sure he needs ro. “Birds don't seem to adape
to the sound,”

Accrued Benefits.
During the initial barrage of birds, the crew was washing off the
excessive bird droppings. Days later, the buildup would require another

OUR DEAD-END/SUSPENSION
POLYMER INSULATOR...
Tops in cost-efficiency

Tops in performance

Tops in testing and trials

Tops in design and engineering

BGLP Power

Tel.: (450) 347-0177
E-mail: glp@glppower.com
Web site: www.glppower.com

10 Electric Enerav T&D Macnzine —

washdown. Bates is happy to have climinared the frequent re-washings,
saving labor costs and time and employee exposure to unsanitary droppings.

Also, he nortes, the acidic conrent of bird droppings could eventually eat
through the paint on the power generating units, allowing rust to develop.
Bird control is, therefore, preventive maintenance. “It’s a way of
maintaining structural integrity,” Bates says.

In summary, Bates says that the units cerrainly resolved “enough of the
problem enough of the time.” He continues: “The birds have relocated away
from the powerhouse and gone back into their natural environment, They're
not seeking shelter in our planc areas.”

But Sheerz reminds Bates: “We need at least owo more BroadBand units
to protect the transformers and switchgear in our substarion,” he says. The
substation is a natural attraction to birds since it includes wires, beams and
transformers — all desirable perching spots for fly-ins. @
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Challenging Minnesota Re-conductor Project
a Success

Xeel
replacementfinstallation project in the suburbs of Minneapolis, MN. The

Fnergy crews recently completed a large  conductor
project included the replacement of 10 miles of 115Ky conductor with new,
higher capacity 3M conductor over environmentally sensitive DNR and
wildlife management areas. In addition to the challenges posed by the
environmentally sensitive wark areas, crews also contended with spring
vehicle road weight restrictions, a substation with limited space and low
overhead clearance and urban under-build including building structures,
interstate highways, roads, parks, home sites and energized distribution
lines. To complere the project, Xcel rurned to overhead and underground
cable installation equipment manufacturer Condux International, Mankato,

MN for technical support.

According to Condux national accounts manager Ernie Neilsen, the Xcel
conductar installation project called for a specific piece of equipment.
Neilsen said, “Because we needed 1o meer strict conductor handling require-
menes and wanted to minimize any environmental impact on che
right-of-way, we had ro make sure we selected the right puller-rensioner for
the job. In this case it was two AFB 506 puller-tensioners.”

The AFB 506 puller-tensioner provides up to 20,000 Ibs of pulling force
on a single pull.  With its pair of bull-wheels and complerely

independent conrrols, the unic is able to string one or two ropes or bundled
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