


Getting Rid of
Geese for Good

Imagine a golf ball glued to the green with goose gunk.
Unacceptable! -- especially in a country club setting, Yet
that was a real threat at Yankee Hill Country Club in
Lincoln, NE. Furthermore, the invading Canada geese
were doing significant damage to the course, says Jay
Smith, assistant superintendent at Yankee Hill.

Geese Score with Destructive Habits

“The geese came in and made ruts and holes on the
greens as they pecked away at the savory short grass.”
Smith reports, “Due to insufficient snow cover, we had a
problem with geese during winter and early spring.” The
problem was exacerbated, he says, by adjoining private
property. To attract waterfowl, the neighboring owner
kept his three acre lake agitated so it wouldn’t freeze.

The geese came in flocks ranging from 20 to 60 birds
and they were notoriously messy with their unsightly
waste and toxic droppings highly visible. “We couldn’t g
out and chase the geese off the greens every morning,”
says Smith. It just wasn’t practical. “We tried blasting 4
shotgun over their heads, but it didn’t deter them,” he
adds.

The owner of Yankee Hill had read about GooseChase,
liquid concoction made by Bird-X Inc. to keep geese
away. “We ordered a gallon and experimented,” Smith
says. GooseChase is a concentrate made from extracts of
grape parts found to be most distasteful to geese. A solu-
tion of one part GooseChase to 30 parts of water is
sprayed on the grass and vegetation where the geese nor-
mally forage. The solution irritates their palates which
sends them away to ‘greener pastures’ elsewhere. The
biodegradable products is safe for the environment and it
does not harm the birds. It simply renders food sources
unpalatable to geese.

Turf War: Battling the Birds

“It worked instantly, no more pecking holes in the
green,” Smith says. “In fact, there was a very distinet lin
of effectiveness between where we sprayed GooseChase
and where we didn™t,” he adds.

“We’ve been using it since the fall of 1998 and we've
not seen any of the flocks build up a tolerance to it,”
Smith says. Smith, who has been with Yankee Hill
Country Club for ten years, estimates that the club spend:
about $500 each year on GooseChase. “Tt’s well worth
it.” he says, “and less costly than maintaining dogs as
deterrents.”

For additional information, contact Bird-X Inc., 300
North Elizaberh, Chicago, IL 60607, 312/226-2473, Fax:
312/226-2480, e-mail: birdxine@anl.com, web; www.hirc
x.com or circle 207 on the reader service card,



